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The 2014-15 fiscal year can be characterized as another excellent year, 
providing programs, exhibitions, and networks of inspiration and support for 

members of the American Tapestry Alliance - ATA. ATA continues to experience 
a steady increase in membership, fueled by our mission, which is grounded in 

providing education and exhibition opportunities to weavers of all levels of 
experience.  
 

Our six-person Board of Directors, with salaried Executive Administrator Mary 
Lane at its helm, continues to shepherd this small, virtual, non-profit, 
volunteer-driven arts organization, seeking ways to improve and refine our 

extensive programming. None of this would be possible without the 112 
volunteers who shared their time and talents with ATA this year.  
 

Your board and staff 
 
Top row: Patricia Dunston (Membership Committee Chair), Mary Zicafoose (Co-Director-

Resources), Michael Rohde (Co-Director-Member Services) 

 
Bottom row: Mary Lane (Executive Administrator), Margo Macdonald (Exhibition Committee 

Chair), Barb Brophy (Education Committee Chair), Rosalee Skrenes (Treasurer) 

 
 
  Rosalee Skrenes, ATA's Treasurer, will be 

completing eight years of service to ATA in 

2016. Rosalee brought with her an amazing 
skill set, perfectly matched to ATA's needs. She 
has been thorough, cautious and dedicated.  

A huge THANK YOU to Rosalee.  
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Membership 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

673 Members in 2015 

• Up 6% from previous year 

23 Countries Represented 

• Gathering international interest 

35% Higher Level Membership 

• Members see value in extra service levels 

THANK YOU to Membership Chair, Patricia Dunston, for 
carefully overseeing this important branch of our 

organization, constantly improving communication and 
services.   
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Exhibitions 
 
We all love our exhibitions. That said they have voracious appetites, demanding 

a vast amount of people power and consuming serious economic resources.  
 

Our Exhibition Committee continues to be challenged to book suitable, 

geographically compelling and prestigious venues to showcase contemporary 

tapestry.  
 

Among the many aspects of our exhibition programming under scrutiny are:  
  

 the return shipping method for both domestic and international entries;  

 the pros and cons of themed exhibitions; and  

 the need to cast our net far wider to attract entries from talented 
artist/weavers around the world whose outstanding designs are served 

by a superior understanding of technique and materials.  
 

Attracting young talent to our organization is a high priority.  
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American Tapestry Biennial, the oldest of our three ongoing live exhibitions, 

now having completed its 10th iteration, was juried by Jessica Hemmings, 
Professor of Visual Culture, National College of Art & Design, Dublin, Ireland. 

Dr. Hemmings selected 37 tapestries from 230 international entries.  
 

ATB 10 opened at Visions Art Museum, San Diego, CA, then moved to the Kent 
State University Museum, Kent, OH and ended its run at Kaneko, Omaha, NE, 
where it was one of 6 exhibitions in an innovative and thought provoking 

arts/textile showcase, FIBER, enjoyed by thousands. 
 

SINCERE THANKS to Exhibition Co-Chairs Rebecca Mezoff and Connie 
Lippert for their time and service above and beyond the call of the loom.  
 

KUDOS to Cornelia Theimer Gardella, ATB 10 catalog designer.  
 
 

 
Plans for ATB 11 are well underway. We are extremely pleased that the juror 

will be Janet Koplos, a respected freelance art critic currently based in St. 
Paul, Minnesota. Ms. Koplos was a staff editor at Art in America magazine in 
New York City for 18 years and remains associated with the magazine as a 

contributing editor. She is the co-author of Makers: A History of American 
Studio Craft (University of North Carolina Press, 2010) and numerous other 

books and catalog essays. ATB 11 will be seen at three venues:  
 

 South Bend (Indiana) Museum of Art; 

 Washburn University's Mulvane Art Museum, Topeka, KS 

 San Jose Museum of Quilts and Textiles, San Jose, CA 
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Untitled/Unjuried: small format tapestry 2014 
 
This biennial unjuried show, held in conjunction with HGA's Convergence, 
continues to be wildly popular. The 2014 edition was exhibited from July 8 – 

August 8, 2014 at the University of Rhode Island Feinstein Providence Campus 
Gallery, in Providence, Rhode Island. Artists from around the world submitted 
219 tapestries to this show.  

 
THANKS to all of the artists who entered this show and the Exhibition 

Committee: Jan Austin, Lindsay Marshall, Joan Bartram and Rosalie 
Allgair. 
 

 
 

A small sample of tapestries in our popular unjuried show. Tapestries by: Holly 
Wilkes, Aliona Carpov, Fran Williamson, Rebecca Mezoff, Pamela Palma and 

Harriet Memeger. 
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Art and art lovers converging at HGA Convergence unjuried show! Small format 
tapestry 2014 opening reception, July 2014, University of Rhode Island 

Feinstein Providence Campus Gallery, in Providence  
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Small Tapestry International 4: Honoring Tradition/Inspiring Innovation was 

juried by Kevin Wallace, Director of the Beatrice Wood Center for the Arts in 
Ojai, California.  

 
Kevin selected 45 pieces from 130 entries. STI 4 opened at Northwestern State 

University in Natchitoches, Louisiana, and will travel to Biggs Museum of Art, 
Dover, Delaware and Artspace, Raleigh, North Carolina.  
 

MANY THANKS to Exhibition Chair Pamela Done, and a THUMBS UP to the 
catalog designer Anna Kocherovsky. 
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TEx@ATA, ATA’s inspiring online exhibition programming, offers a variety of 

shows based on a theme, or the work of a single artist. In the past year we have 
featured three outstanding exhibitions: 

 
From Back to Front 

Jessica Hemmings, Curator, 
http://americantapestryalliance.org/exhibitions/tex_ata/from-back-to-front/ 
 

From Back to Front focuses on tapestry weaving that – for varied reasons – is 
intrigued by the edges and limits of the woven structure. 

 

Over the Sea, Under the Sky: Contemporary Danish Tapestry 
Ulrikka Mokdad, Curator, 
http://americantapestryalliance.org/exhibitions/tex_ata/over-the-sea-under-

the-sky-contemporary-danish-tapestry/ 
 
Ulrikka’s  intention is to curate an exhibition of tapestries that relate to the 

Nordic landscape and seascape and to their connected history and myths.  
 

Dorothy Clews: All is in Flux 

Lany Eila, Curator, 
http://americantapestryalliance.org/exhibitions/tex_ata/all-is-in-flux/ 
 

Dorothy Clews is a tapestry artist currently living in the Australian Wet 
Tropics. Her work has been exhibited internationally and published in Tapestry 
Topics, Textile Fiber Arts, and at the Textile Society of America. 

 

 
 

The Tex@ATA Gallery is a jewel of 
inspiration and out-of-the-box 

creativity with a very 
contemporary and thoughtful 

thrust. Make it a regular 
destination in your internet 
surfing. 

 
http://americantapestryalliance.o
rg/exhibitions/tex_ata/ 

 

Dorothy Clews: Trying to Put It 
Back Together Again 

http://americantapestryalliance.org/exhibitions/tex_ata/from-back-to-front/
http://americantapestryalliance.org/exhibitions/tex_ata/over-the-sea-under-the-sky-contemporary-danish-tapestry/
http://americantapestryalliance.org/exhibitions/tex_ata/over-the-sea-under-the-sky-contemporary-danish-tapestry/
http://americantapestryalliance.org/exhibitions/tex_ata/all-is-in-flux/
http://americantapestryalliance.org/exhibitions/tex_ata/
http://americantapestryalliance.org/exhibitions/tex_ata/
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Education Programing 
 
We are extremely fortunate to have a new face on the ATA Board of Directors 

volunteering her time, talent and fresh perspective to chair our Education 
Committee. While in her first year in this role, Barb Brophy has sunk her teeth 
into the job, coordinating Educational Articles for the ATA web site, overseeing 

the ATA Mentoring Program, working with the Denver Art Museum, and 
helping facilitate a Sarah Swett workshop at a Golden, CO fiber shop. Welcome, 

Barb, and THANK YOU for your focus on the Education Committee. 
 
 

Recent Educational Articles 
 

 The Handweavers Guild of Boulder: A Tapestry Study 

Group http://americantapestryalliance.org/education/educational-
articles/the-handweavers-guild-of-boulder-a-tapestry-study-group/  

 a personal and particular kind of beauty… by Margaret Sunday 

http://americantapestryalliance.org/education/educational-articles/a-
personal-and-particular-kind-of-beauty/ 

 
 

Mentoring Program 
 
Co-chairs, Traudi Bestler and Terri Stewart, have worked hard to better 
define what the scope of the Mentoring Program. In a nutshell, a "mentee" is 

paired with an instructor. They mutually decide what will be covered during 
their virtual workshop. When it works, it works so well. The “mentee” must be 

an ATA Circle level member. Learn more at: 
http://americantapestryalliance.org/education/tapestry-instruction-
mentoring-program/  

  

http://americantapestryalliance.org/education/educational-articles/the-handweavers-guild-of-boulder-a-tapestry-study-group/
http://americantapestryalliance.org/education/educational-articles/the-handweavers-guild-of-boulder-a-tapestry-study-group/
http://americantapestryalliance.org/education/educational-articles/a-personal-and-particular-kind-of-beauty/
http://americantapestryalliance.org/education/educational-articles/a-personal-and-particular-kind-of-beauty/
http://americantapestryalliance.org/education/tapestry-instruction-mentoring-program/
http://americantapestryalliance.org/education/tapestry-instruction-mentoring-program/
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Newsletter 
 

Tapestry Topics continues to be one of the most popular and appreciated 

member benefits. Producing this quarterly newsletter, full of inspiring and 

informative articles is a major undertaking. Thank you to our four 2014-15 
Theme Coordinators for evoking inspired writing in our field:   
 

 Susan Rubendall, Summer 2014, Collaboration 

 Robyn Mountcastle, Fall 2014, Sacred Weaving 

 Kathe Todd-Hooker, Winter 2015, Small Format/Small Scale Tapestry 

 Ashli Tyre, Spring 2015, Native Traditions & Modern Interpretation  

 
A big THANK YOU to Pat Williams for her leadership of Tapestry Topics over 

the years and a GRAND WELCOME and appreciative hats off to new ATA 
member and talented Editor-in-Chief, Leslie Munro.   
 
 

CODA: Tapestry Art Today 
Over a year ago, ATA proudly published the first digest of highlighted articles 

from ATA’s quarterly newsletter, Tapestry Topics, THANKS to the volunteer 
editorial team of Margaret Sunday and Dorothy Clews. CODA, which will be 

produced every other year, features the words and work of contemporary 
tapestry artists around the world, with images and articles presenting a broad 
spectrum of perspectives on the art as it is celebrated today. This publication is 

available to anyone through our website and was sent to ATA's extensive 
promotional mailing list. Dorothy Clews and Robin Coombes are currently 
working on the second edition of CODA. 
   

eNews and eKudos 
Monthly eblasts keep us all up to date on who, what, when and where. 
THANKS to Sherri Woodard Coffey, Pamela Palma and Mary Lane for 

making them happen. 
 

ATA-Talk 
Now in its third year, Talk continues to offer interested members a format for 

lively, evocative and sometimes controversial open discussion and sharing of 
news. Discussions have leveled off from the initial flurry of curiosity and 

criticism, springing up spontaneously on an “on need” basis.  
 
The capable and candid team of Christine Laffer, Stanley Bulbach and Linda 

Rees manage ATA-Talk. 
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Artist Pages 
We now have about 100 artists represented in the Artist Pages section of our 
website. Some artists have chosen to include prices with their images. 

These pages are popular and well visited. To keep an Artist Page on the ATA 
website one must maintain membership at the Studio Circle level. 
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Awards 
 

Under the capable chairmanship of Kimberly Brandel, ATA continues to 

support the growth and expression of talent in the field of tapestry through 

several channels of recognition. 
 

 
 
Danbee Son has been selected for  

the ATA's 2015 International Student  
Award. She attends Hongik University  

in Seoul, South Korea. The University is  
best known for its School of Architecture  
and Fine Arts. 
 
 
 
 
 
This year's ATA Award for Excellence winners are: 
 

 
 

 
Sandy Kennard for her tapestry  

 “Homo sapiens cybernetica” exhibited 

at All Dressed Up, at the Latimer Quilt 
 and Textile Center in Tillamook, 

Oregon. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

The Objet – Shin Ramyun 
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Pat Williams for her tapestry  
“Kairos” at Woven Together,  

an exhibit sponsored by 
Tapestry Weavers South, at the 

Library Technology Center at 
the Universityof North Georgia 
in Dahlonega.  
 
 
 
 

 
 

Deborah Corsini for her tapestry “Rip-
Tide” exhibited in Water Water, an 

exhibit sponsored by Tapestry Weavers 

West at the East Bay Municipal Utility 
District in Oakland. 
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Don Burns for his tapestry 
“Fauvist Woods” exhibited 

in TWiNE 2014, at the Feinstein 
Gallery at the University of 

Rhode Island. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://americantapestryalliance.org/awards/ata-award-for-excellence/2014-don-burns/
http://americantapestryalliance.org/awards/ata-award-for-excellence/2014-don-burns/
http://americantapestryalliance.org/awards/ata-award-for-excellence/2014-don-burns/
http://americantapestryalliance.org/awards/ata-award-for-excellence/2014-don-burns/
http://americantapestryalliance.org/awards/ata-award-for-excellence/2014-don-burns/
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The Teitelbaum Awards are monetary awards that are presented to two artists 

accepted into ATA’s American Tapestry Biennial and Small Tapestry 
International exhibitions, made possible by a generous grant from the 

Teitelbaum Trust Legacy Gift to ATA.  
 

Teitelbaum Award Winners for STI 4 are:   
 
 

 
 
First Place Award winner, Kathe 

Todd-Hooker "Metamorphic 
Transmutation 7 x 7 x 7 = infinity" 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Second Place Award winner, Suzanne 
Fitzgerald "From Flemish to Finnish.... 

plus ça change......." 
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ATA Scholarship for Tapestry Study is available to ATA members who wish to 
pursue study in the field of tapestry weaving.  

 
 

Our 2015 scholarship was awarded to 
Margaret Jones, who is pursuing a 
course of study at West Dean College 

in the United Kingdom. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Thanks to the generosity of an anonymous donor, ATA is able to subsidize 

memberships for new and emerging young tapestry artists. 
 
 
 
 

An Emerge Membership Grant was 
awarded to Janna Maria Vallee of Jersey 

City, NJ and Vancouver, British 
Columbia. Among Janna’s unique 

contributions to our field has been her 
teaching of tapestry in the New York City 

subway. 
 

 
 
 
 
  

Red 

The Hill Below 
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Publications Management 
 
Lois Hartwig continues to oversee our catalog production, manage catalog 
inventory and fine-tune our tracking systems, which aid in monitoring all retail 

items. Lois also handles the shipping of catalogs.  
 
 

 

Promotions 
 
Meggy Wagner heads up ATA's Promotions Committee. Meggy's experience as 

an art consultant will be extremely valuable as we formulate new ways to share 
the world of contemporary tapestry with a broader audience. Meggy and Mary 
Zicafoose have already begun planning for ATA's participation in 2015 

Sculpture Objects Functional Arts Partner Pavilion. 
 

 
 

Fundraising 
Always looking for new ways to increase our income, this year's Valentines Day 

Appeal offered an array of tempting prizes.  
 
A huge thank you to the generous prize donors:  

 
Susan Martin Maffei 

Mary Zicafoose 
Michael Rohde 
Rebecca Mezoff 

Mirrix Looms 
Fiber Art Now 

ATA catalogs 
 
 

And a big thank you to all of you who were able to give during the appeal. We 
raised a total of $6,282. This total was higher than previous years, but fewer 
members contributed. We continue to seek a member with professional 

fundraising background to lead a comprehensive and sustainable fundraising 
program.  
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Treasurer’s Report and Financial Statements 
 
ATA's budgets continue to remain in the black thanks to a growing number of 

people worldwide who maintain a membership in ATA, and to those who have 
the time to volunteer for ATA. ATA produces a broad range of programming 
that is only possible because of our volunteers. Our budget could not support 

paying for the time it takes to carry out our programming. It is through the 
dedication of our volunteers that we are able to do what we do. 

  
The financial statements that follow give a broad overview of the financial 
activity. If you would like additional detail, please contact Mary Lane 

(info@americantapestryaliance.org). 
  

mailto:info@americantapestryaliance.org
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American Tapestry Alliance 
   Profit and Loss Statement 
   July 2014 - June 2015 
   

    Income: 
     Dues 
 

 $ 31,905.00  50.58% 

  Exhibits 
 

   15,156.89  24.03% 

  Donations and Fundraising 
 

     7,892.00  12.51% 

  Education 
 

     4,255.00  6.75% 

  Publications 
 

     2,158.82  3.42% 

  Membership Directory 
 

        806.00  1.28% 

  Interest 
 

        260.71  0.41% 

  Credit Card Rewards 
 

        239.85  0.38% 

  Board Retreat-2014 Extra Night Accommodations 
 

        150.00  0.24% 

  Membership Pins 
 

        130.80  0.21% 

  Special Events 
 

          77.82  0.12% 

  Miscellaneous 
 

          40.00  0.06% 

  
   63,072.89  

 

    Expenses: 
     Wages and benefits 
 

   21,356.00  36.34% 

  Exhibits Committee 
 

   13,967.51  23.77% 

  Education Committee 
 

   12,504.04  21.28% 

  Awards Program 
 

     2,033.82  3.46% 

  Special Events 
 

     1,707.47  2.91% 

  Board 
 

     1,349.79  2.30% 

  Fundraising 
 

     1,053.18  1.79% 

  Miscellaneous 
 

        921.09  1.57% 

  Bank and Credit Card Processing 
 

        846.99  1.44% 

  Membership 
 

        841.65  1.43% 

  Publications 
 

        564.23  0.96% 

  Insurance 
 

        545.00  0.93% 

  Accountant and bookkeeping 

 

        427.81  0.73% 

  Newsletter 
 

        360.00  0.61% 

  Promotion 
 

        175.00  0.30% 

  Treasury Committee 
 

        116.11  0.20% 

  
   58,769.69  

 

    Net Income 
 

 $  4,303.20  
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American Tapestry Alliance 
  Balance Sheet 
  As of June 30, 2015 
  

   Assets 
    Cash and term deposits 
 

 $ 206,342.40  

   Liabilities 
    Accounts payable 
 

       1,005.00  

   Equity 
    Opening balance 
 

   201,034.20  

  Net income 
 

       4,303.20  

  
   205,337.40  

   Total Liabilities and Equity 
 

 $ 206,342.40  

 
 


