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Board of Directors &
Executive Director

left to right, top to bottom:
Susan Iverson, Co-Director, Resources; Michael Rohde, Co-Director, Member Services;
Pamela Palma, Fundraising Committee Chair; Regina Dale, Finance Committee Chair;
Mary Lane, Executive Director; Dorothy Clews, Awards Committee Chair;
Margo Macdonald, Exhibitions Committee Chair; Terry Olson, Education Committee

Chair; Pat Dunston, Membership Committee Chair
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Membership

747 members

24 countries

18% of our members live in a country other than the United States

41% of our members are Circle level members
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Artist Pages

Becky Powell "Bog Road Reflections"

Over 100 ATA members are represented in the Artist Pages, on our website.
The pages are well visited and a source of inspiration for all. Members may
update their pages each year, which means new images are added frequently.
Having an Artist Page on the ATA website is a benefit of Circle memberships.

Anna Kocherovsky, "Closing the Gates (Yom Kippur)"
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Awards
International Student Award
Jekatrina Sohareva, student at the Art Academy of Latvia in Riga, received this
competitive award in 2017. A total of 11 students applied for the award from the
following countries: Taiwan, Canada, Poland, United States of America, and
Latvia. This was the largest pool of applicants to date.

Jekatrina Sohareva, “…and the river whispered to me”
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Award for Excellence

Marie Clews, Landscape”

Marie Clews received ATA’s Award for Excellence for her work, “Landscape.”
The tapestry was exhibited in 70th Anniversary Exhibition at Fitzroy Hall, April
2017. The show was sponsored by Hand Weavers & Spinners Guild of NSW Inc.

Leslie Taylor, “My Journey”

Leslie Taylor received ATA’s Award for Excellence for his work, “My Journey,”
which was exhibited in New Zealand Creative Fibre National Exhibition –
Entwine at Chateau on the Park, April 2017.
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Denise Stevens, “River Reflections”

Denise Stevens received ATA’s Award for Excellence for her work, “River
Reflections,” which was exhibited in the 70th Anniversary Exhibition of the Hand
Weavers & Spinners Guild of New South Wales, Australia.

Weaving the Future

Sally Reckart’s weaving friends. Janet Clark taught Sally to weave through a Weaving the Future award.

This new award, funded very successfully by ATA’s Valentines Day Appeal,
creates weaving opportunities for children. The grants offer support to weavers
who teach adults working with children how to weave tapestry. The grant
includes a stipend and money for weaving equipment and supplies for the
children. We encourage anyone who is interested to apply. For more
information: https://americantapestryalliance.org/awards/weaving-the-futuregrants/
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Teitelbaum Awards
The Teitelbaum Awards are monetary awards presented to two artists accepted
into ATA’s American Tapestry Biennial and Small Tapestry International
exhibitions. They are made possible by a generous grant from the Teitelbaum
Trust Legacy Gift. The award winners are selected by the juror for the show.
Small Tapestry International 5, First Place Award: Kathe Todd-Hooker, “Hazelʼs
Fabulous Façade.”

Kathe Todd-Hooker, "Hazel's Fabulous Façade"

Small Tapestry International 5, Second Place Award: Else Hülse, “Time to
Weave.”

Elke Hülse, “Time to Weave”

9

Emerge Award
ATA’s Emerge Award is a membership award program that recognizes university
students who have an interest in tapestry. University textile programs are asked
to select one student who has shown potential in using tapestry techniques in
their projects for the award.
Spring 2017 Awardees
Libby Robinette – Indiana University, Bloomington, USA

Libby Robinette, Untitled

Bridget Loew – Virginia Commonwealth University, USA

Bridget Loew, “Tiger”
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Education
Educational Articles

Jekatrina Sohareva, textile art student in the Art Academy of Latvia, Riga, at work at her loom.

“Perspectives from the 2017 International Student Award” written by Jekatrina
Sohareva and Prashani Chnadrasena.

“Hey Kids! Letʼs Put on a Show in the Barn” written by Troy Dale, who takes us
through the process of developing and mounting an exhibition.

Jan Austin, “Hydrangea”

“H: A Journey in tapestry, organized by Christine Rivers, in which each
participant wove a word that starts with the letter H.
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Workshops

Susan Iverson demonstrating for her class at the 2016 Members Retreat.

ATAʼs 2016 Members Retreat, Tapestry on Tap!, with instructors Aino Kajaniemi
and Susan Iverson, was held on the campus of Marquette University in
Milwaukee, Wisconsin after Convergence 2016. The well attended, four-day,
retreat was an exciting, idea sharing event.

Tricia Goldberg’s students having fun while they learn!

Trisha Goldberg’s workshop, Tapestry Weaving: techniques for your tool kit, was
held in San Jose, in conjunction with Contemplating the Sublime. Twelve
students gathered for fun and learning.

“Although Tricia was working with many levels of weaving experience, she was
able to give us individual assistance at our level. She was very positive and
encouraging and has a wonderful sense of humor.”
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Mentoring Program
Terri Stewart manages ATA’s Mentoring program. A member “mentee” is
paired with a volunteer ATA instructor and they mutually decide what will be
covered during this virtual learning opportunity. The program currently has five
pairs working together. This is a very valuable program/benefit for members. We
applaud our members who want to gain more technical/aesthetic tools and we
sincerely thank our members who serve as mentors!
http://americantapestryalliance.org/education/tapestry-instructionmentoringprogram/

Listing of Tapestry Instructors
ATA's website includes a listing of tapestry instructors around the world.
http://americantapestryalliance.org/tapestry-instructors-2/.
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Exhibitions

ATB 11 at the San Jose Museum of Quilts & Textiles. Photo: Rebecca Mezoff

American Tapestry Biennial 11
The exhibition opened at the South Bend Museum of Art (July 2 - September
25, 2016) and traveled to the Mulvane Art Museum (November 1 - December
24, 2016) before it reached its final venue, the San Jose Museum of Quilts and
Textiles (January 21- April 16, 2017). All three venues had well attended
openings, with many ATA members able to join in the festivities. Janet Koplos
curated this exhibition, it was chaired by Elaine Duncan and Terri Bryson, and
the beautiful catalog was designed by Anna Kocherovsky.
During ATB 11’s run at the San Jose Museum of Quilts and Textiles, ATA
sponsored Contemplating the Sublime: 21st Century Tapestry. This “sold out”
event, organized by Mary Lane, included a workshop, lecture, panel discussion
and a no host dinner.
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Suzanne Fitzgerald, “Brexit, Caught in the Middle”

Small Tapestry International 5: Crossroads

Many thanks go to Exhibition Chair Deborah Corsini, catalog designer Helen
Keogh, juror Rudi Dundas and venue liaison, Regina Dale, for all of their hard
work. The show opened in August of 2017 in Denton, Texas and will then travel
to Tacoma, Washington.

Tapestry Unlimited. Photo: Ruth Manning

Tapestry Unlimited
The 11th, international unjuried small format show opened during Convergence
2016 at the Milwaukee Pubic Library. This was a well-received exhibition in a
beautiful venue. Thanks go to Ruth Manning, Janna Maria Vallee, Lindsey
Marshall, Susan Rubendall and Fran Williamson.
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TEx@ ATA
Three inspiring online exhibitions were presented in our online gallery,
TEx@ATA:
ARTAPESTRY4
An overview of this premiere European tapestry exhibition with an introduction
by Anet Brusgaard.

Petra Kolínová, “The Week of a Housewife”

Elements: earth, air, fire, water
An international, unjuried exhibition organized by Jane Freear-Wyld of the UK,
with an essay by Valerie Kirk.

Anton Veenstra, “Earth: 3 steps 2 heaven”
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Belinda Ramson
An in-depth view of the work of Belinda Ramson, curated by Meredith Hinchliffe.

Belinda Ramson, “The Sitting Room,” Photo: Ian Williams and Helen Mariampolski.

Upcoming Exhibitions
World Tapestry Now

This exhibition is in the organizational stage, Co-Chaired by Margo Macdonald
and Ellen Ramsey, with a call for entries in progress. This is an exciting
opportunity for all tapestry artists. The exhibition, curated by Wlodek Cygan, will
be online with a printed catalog. Without shipping expenses, artists from all
countries should be able to enter.

The Grand Gesture

This exhibition has been postponed until 2022 due to construction at the
Tacoma Art Museum.
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Finance
This year our fundraising income exceeded our membership income for two wonderful
reasons. We had a very successful Valentines Day Appeal that focused on our new
Weaving for the Future program and we received two significant donations. We
appreciate all gifts, large and small and we are available to discuss legacy giving or
giving for specific programs. If you have any questions about donating to ATA, please
contact the Co-directors: board@americantapestryalliance.org.
If you would like more information about ATAʼs financial records, please contact our
Treasurer, Regina Dale: treasurer@americantapestryalliance.org.

American Tapestry Alliance
Income by Category

4% Catalogs

6% Education

12% Exhibits

38% Fundraising

35% Membership Dues

2% Other

3% Special Events

%
4%
6%
12%
38%
35%
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Income Category
Catalogs
Education
Exhibits
Fundraising
Membership Dues
Other
Special Events

$ Amount
$4,607.16
$5,683.50
$11,485.57
$36,970.14
$34,159.48
$2,164.62
$2,990.00
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American Tapestry Alliance
Expense by Category

3% Awards

9% Catalogs

24% Education

7% Exhibits

8% Operations

35% Staff

7% Other

10% Special Events

%
3%
9%
24%
7%
8%
35%
7%
10%

Expense Category
Awards
Catalogs
Education
Exhibits
Operations
Staff
Other
Special Events

$ Amount
$2,135.27
$6,322.55
$17,808.41
$5,059.09
$5,665.87
$26,087.00
$4,826.17
$7,458.31
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Member Communications
Newsletter
ATA’s newsletter is published for members four times a year. Getting your
newsletter as soon as it is published is a real treat. Issues more than two years
old are available to the public on our website. Producing this quarterly
newsletter, full of inspiring and interesting articles is a massive undertaking. It is
made possible by the great work of ATA member and Editor, Leslie Munro and
the dedicated Tapestry Topics team: Robbie Lafleur, Robin Coombes, Colin Roe
Ledbetter, Katzy Luhring and Ruth Manning.
Thanks go out to our Theme Coordinators:
Rachel Hine, Fall 2016, Tapestry New Wave, Old is New
Phoebe McAfee, Winter 2016/17, Then and Now
Kathe Todd-Hooker, Spring 2017, Studio Tips
Janet Bowen, Summer 2017, COLOR in Tapestry

Klaus Anselm, “Viva Rouge”
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eNews and eKudos
Monthly eblasts continue to keep us all up to date on who, what, when and
where. Thanks to Susan Skalak and Sarah Michael for organizing the steady flow
of important information.

ATA-Talk
ATA-Talk offers interested members an email discussion list for lively, evocative
and sometimes controversial open discussion and sharing of news. Thanks to
the capable management team of Christine Laffer and Margaret Sunday, who
replaced Stanley Bulbach. If you aren’t currently participating in this online
opportunity, we encourage you to re-join the conversation. Contact Christine
Laffer to subscribe, christine.laffer@gmail.com
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Promotions
The Promotions committee publicizes ATAʼs activities and programs through
many sources including: advertisements in magazines, press releases, Social
Media, eNews, participation in SOFA and distribution of complimentary copies
of our catalogs. ATA has been increasing its visibility through targeted online
ads.

Promotions Initiative
In ATA 2016 adopted a Promotions Initiative, an extension of our current FiveYear Plan. Shortly after we received a generous donation which the Board
decided to dedicate to promotional work. As part of that Initiative, we:
• Identified audiences with whom we want to build stronger relationships.
• Received a grant from 501 Commons which provided us with the services
of a professional Marketing Consultant. In addition to giving us a general
education in marketing, she helped us define specific goals and advised
us on ways to meet those goals. More information on our work will be
forthcoming in a letter from the Board.
• Received a Google AdWords grant.
• Hired a part time Assistant to the Director whose work supports the
Promotions Iniative.

SOFA
SOFA/Chicago is held in on the first weekend of November and is one of the
oldest and largest forums for art galleries worldwide. This event attracts a wide
audience, including collectors, scholars and art enthusiasts. ATA was invited to
attend SOFA/Chicago in 2016 and staff an informational booth. Christine Laffer,
Barbara Burns and Michael Rohde set up shop for five days at Chicagoʼs Navy
Pier talking to interested attendees about ATA and contemporary tapestry.
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Publications Management
Deb Shoenberger has graciously agreed to take over from Lois Hartwig this
year. Lois oversaw our catalog production, managed catalog inventory, finetuned our retail tracking systems, and handled the shipping of thousands of ATA
catalogs for many years. We thank them both for all of their hard work and for
getting our beautiful catalogs sent out.

Volunteers
ATAʼs scope of activities grows and changes with the varied needs of the
membership and our ongoing commitment to ATA’s Mission Statement. We
would not exist without an incredible member, volunteer workforce behind
every exhibition, workshop, project and initiative. ATA is extremely grateful to
the over 100 volunteers who have generously contributed their time and talents
this year. For many years Joan Griffin worked her magic, matching volunteers to
all of the jobs that need to be accomplished and we thank her for her fine work.
This year Donna Wynn has taken over as Volunteer Coordinator with Victoria
Moore as Assistant Volunteer Coordinator. Thank you one and all.
Many, many thanks to each and every one of you.
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