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Board of Directors 
 

 
 

left to right, top to bottom: 
Susan Iverson, Director at Large, President; Terry Olson, Director of Education;  

Louise Halsey, Director of Exhibitions; Tommye Scanlin, Director at Large;  
Pat Dunston, Director of Membership; Secretary; Regina Dale, Director of Finance;  

Treasurer; Dorothy Clews, Director of Awards; Nicki Bair, Director of Promotions 

 
 

Staff 
 

 
 

left to right 
Mary Lane, Executive Director; Rachel Fesperman, Assistant to the Director 
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Board News 
 
New & Retiring Board Members 
 

Many thanks to retiring Board members, Michael Rohde, Director at Large and 
President, and Margo Macdonald, Director of Exhibitions.  We welcome our 
newly elected Board members: Nicki Bair, Director of Promotions;  Louise 
Halsey, Director of Exhibitions; and Tommye Scanlin, Director at Large.  
 
Nicki Bair lives in California. After a long background in the financial world Nicki 
joined the art world and has been active in different capacities with Tapestry 
Weavers West, Designing Weavers, Seaside Weavers and California Fiber 
Artists.  Nicki has experience with finance, website design, graphic design, 
administration, public relations, event organization and marketing. 
 
Louise Halsey hails from Arkansas, where she served on the Board of the Friends 
of Contemporary Crafts for the Arkansas Arts Center, and as Director of 
Education at the Owensboro Museum of Art.  Louise has experience with public 
relations, event organization, grant writing, and advocacy. 
 
Tommye Scanlin lives in Georgia. She is a long time educator, well known for 
teaching and her lifelong commitment to learning. She is very active in Tapestry 
Weavers South, served on the Board for the Southern Highland Craft Guild, and 
is currently on the Board for the Lillian Smith Center for Creative Arts in Georgia. 
Tommye has experience with policy development, education, and advocacy. 
 
Open positions on ATA’s Board of Directors include the Director of 
Communications and the Director of Fundraising. If you are interested in serving 
on the Board, please contact Susan Iverson, 
board@americantapestryalliance.org. 

 
 
Board Meeting 
 

ATA’s Board of Directors gathered in Tacoma, Washington for a long weekend 
of productive meetings in August of 2017. Regina Dale, Pat Dunston, Susan 
Iverson, Margo MacDonald, Pamela Palma, Michael Rohde and Mary Lane 
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attended in person and were joined electronically by Terry Olson and Dorothy 
Clews.  The lively and lengthy discussions covered the breadth of ATA’s 
programing.  A constant in the conversations was the need to balance 
programming with financial and volunteer resources. The Board is happy to 
report that your organization is quite healthy, but perhaps stretched as far as is 
possible for an organization of its size.  The quality of our programming is 
excellent and this is due to the dedication of all of our many volunteers and 
staff. 

 
 
 

Members 
 

We are happy to report that membership in ATA is increasing. Membership 
grew 17% during the last fiscal year.  People join ATA for many different 
reasons. The diversity of our members’ interests results in a community that is 
engaged and vital. 
 
874 members 
  
28 countries 
 
19% of our members live in a country other than the United States  
 
28% of our members are Circle level members 

 
Benefits of Membership 
 

This year we added several new perks for ATA members.  
 
Several businesses are now offering discounts to ATA members. We extend a  
thank you to:  

• Aubusson House 
• Between & Etc. 
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• Craft Industry Alliance 
• Lone Star Loom Room 
• Rebecca Mezoff 
• Mirrix Looms 
• Moon Rain Centre 
• W Cushing & Company 
• weaversbazaar. 

 
Social media spotlights share the talents of our members with thousands of 
people who follow ATA on Facebook and Instagram. Current social media 
spotlights highlight: 

• the tapestries of Circle level members who have an Artist Page 
• ATA members who teach tapestry weaving 

Watch for more social share programs in the future. 
 
New resources were added to the Members Only page on the ATA website. 

• Digislams from ATA’s Speakers Session at Convergence containing scores 
of inspiring images of tapestries. 

• The interesting and informative responses from all of you who took part in 
our first Mini Survey. 

• Digital images from ATA exhibitions whose catalogs are out of print. 
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Artist Pages 
 

 
 

Jeni Ross, "None of This Transpired" (2014), 560 x 560mm 
 
 
The Artist Pages continue to be an important perk for our members and an 
exciting section of our website.  Over 115 weavers are represented on the 
website and many update their pages each year.  Visitors see the diverse range 
of work that exemplifies the field of contemporary tapestry.  Having an Artist 
Page is a wonderful benefit of Circle level memberships. 
 
 

 
 

Patti Kirch, "Schweitzer, Christmas Sunrise" (2015), 45.5" x 16.5" 
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Awards 

 
International Student Award 
 

This award, which encourages the study of tapestry in a college fiber program at 
the undergraduate or graduate level, was granted to Priyanka Yadav from Kashi 
Hindu University in Varanasi, India. 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Priyanka Yadav, Eye Witness, 26″ x 16″ 

“His eyes express the experience and truth of his life.  
The dark colours are used symbolically with death, the inevitable truth.” 

 
 
 



 9 

Award for Excellence 
 
 

   
 
 

Left: Cindy Dworak, “Circles,” 40″ x 37,” 2017, cotton warp and hand dyed wool weft. Photo: Don Taylor. 
Right: Marilyn Martynuk, “Evening in the Garden,” 15.75″ x 9,” 2016, photo: Elaine Roberts, wool and cotton. 
 
 
The Award for Excellence recognizes tapestries that an exhibition juror selects 
for achieving excellence in design, creative imagery, technical execution and the 
use of color.  This year’s awardees are: 
 
Cindy Dworzak for “Circles,” which was exhibited in Celebration of Fiber, part of 
the Intermountain Weavers Conference. 
 
Marilyn Martynuk for “Evening in the Garden,” exhibited during the 
Intermountain Weavers Conference. 
 

 
 

 

 
 



 10 

Weaving the Future 
 
 

  
 

Left: Liz Pulos’ workshop with teachers and children at a Tacoma, Washington library. 
Right: Tamar Shadur taught tapestry weaving to Julie Muellejans and her students at Smith Academy. 
 
 
This grant supports weaving opportunities for children and training in tapestry 
weaving for teachers and others who will, in turn, teach weaving to children.  
This year’s grants were awarded to: 
 
Sally Reckert for teaching children in rural and under privileged situations. 
 
Liz Pulos for teaching in an after-school program. 
 
Ixchel Suarez for teaching a program facilitator in a public school. 
 
Dorothy Thursby for teaching assistant teachers in a private school.  
 
Tamar Shadur for teaching tapestry to a public school teacher. 
 
We encourage anyone who is interested to apply for a Weaving the Future 
Grant. For more information: 
https://americantapestryalliance.org/awards/weaving-the-future- grants/ 
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Teitelbaum Awards  
 
The Teitelbaum Awards are made possible by a generous grant from the 
Teitelbaum Trust legacy gift to ATA.  They are presented to artists accepted into 
an American Tapestry Biennial or Small Tapestry International exhibition.  The 
First Place Award for World Tapestry Now went to Barbara Heller for “Tzimtzum 
– Transcendence.” The Second Place Award went to Anne Stabell for “Summer 
in the Woods.” 
 

 
 

  
 
Left: Barbara Heller, "Tzimtzum - Transcendence," 96" x 48," linen, wool, cotton, rayon, and silk. First Place Award 
Right: Anne Stabell, "Summer in the Woods," 86.6" x 84.6" x 8," wool and nylon. Second Place Award 
 
 
 
Painter Brown Scholarship Fund 
 

ATA’s scholarship for study in the field of tapestry was awarded to Natallia 
Vilchenko in order to attend a workshop with Nancy Dugger. 
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Emerge Award  
 

This membership award program recognizes university students who have a 
strong interest in tapestry and are recommended by their professors.  Stuart 
Shephard from Virginia Commonwealth University and Erika Hewston from 
Kutztown University of Pennsylvania were each granted an Emerge Award.  
 
 

 

 
 

Stuart Shepard, “Woven Weaving Triptych,” 
5’ x 5,’ each (variable & interactive strips), 2016, cotton warp and acrylic weft, photo credit: Stuart Shepard. 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Erika Hewston, “Pinterest,”  
26″ x 17,” 2017, photo: Erika Hewston, cotton warp and various cottons, wools, and acrylics yarns. 
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Communications 

 
ATA communicates in many ways - from our traditional and very readable newsletter, 
Tapestry Topics, to dozens of beautiful images shared each week through social 
media.  Communication is the heart of every organization, and especially one that 
serves members around the world.  Over 1,250 people follow ATA’s Instagram page - 
members and non-members who enjoy seeing images of tapestries. Thousands of 
people receive both eNews and eKudos. While not everyone needs to stay involved 
on all levels, each member should be able to find more than one way to easily access 
inspiring written and visual information.  This year we developed a Privacy Policy, 
modified our method of handling personal data and developed policies about sending 
emails, in order to become GDPR compliant. Access ATA’s Privacy Policy here. 
 
Tapestry Topics 

 
ATA’s quarterly newsletter, a members only benefit, is rich with information and 
images on curated topics.  The PDF format enables us to get you the latest issue 
as soon as it is published.  Issues more than two years old are available on our 
website for the general public.  Producing this inspiring and informative 
newsletter takes a great deal of work by many people.  Editor Leslie Munro and 
the dedicated Tapestry Topics team of Robbie Lafleur, Pat Williams and Ruth 
Manning do a wonderful job with each and every issue. 
 
Thanks go to our Theme Coordinators: 
 
 Summer 2017, Janet Bowen, “Color in Tapestry” 
 Fall 2017,  Ellen Ramsey, “The Interview Issue, Part I" 
 Winter 2017/2018,  Ellen Ramsey, “The Interview Issue II” 
 Spring 2018, Lyn Hart, “Continuing Thread” 
 
A new addition to Tapestry Topics is Ask the Weaving Wonk. Coordinated by 
Erin Riggs, this feature will answer pesky questions about tapestry submitted by 
members. 
 
Kim Mumbower is working on an index for Tapestry Topics which will help us all 
get to the right article or image when we are searching for something specific. 
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eNews and eKudos  
 

Monthly eblasts continue to keep us all up to date on ATA’s programming and 
ATA members’ news.  It is the who, what, when and where of ATA.  Thanks to 
Virginia Taylor and Mary Lane for organizing this steady flow of the latest 
information and upcoming events and for sharing our members’ achievements. 

 
ATA-Talk  
 

Almost 300 members are currently taking advantage of this member benefit to 
connect with other members. ATA-Talk offers interested members an email 
discussion list for timely, lively, evocative and sometimes controversial open 
discussions and sharing of news.  Thanks to the very capable management team 
of Christine Laffer and Margaret Sunday.  If you aren’t currently participating in 
this online opportunity, we encourage you to join the conversation.  Contact 
Christine Laffer to subscribe: christine.laffer@gmail.com 
 

Let’s Talk Tapestry 
 

We recently launched a new social media discussion forum - Let’s Talk Tapestry.  
This closed Facebook group, managed by Rachel Fesperman, Nicki Bair and 
Mary Lane, is open to members. The purpose is stimulating ongoing 
conversations on tapestry related subjects.  Discussion topics are posted 
monthly, fueled by regular community engagement and follow-up discussion 
questions.  You are invited to join by searching Let’s Talk Tapestry on Facebook 
and submitting the request form.  We encourage you to make posts using a 
range of media - photos, videos, long and short posts - on anything related to 
tapestry.  Share your current projects and ideas and ask questions of your own.  
This should be an easy and immediate way to connect with the ATA tapestry 
community. 

 
Website 
 

The ATA website continues to provide a river of information.  We all need to 
remember to check it on a regular basis as it continues to grow and improve.  
One of the new additions for this year is a list of artist residencies found on the 
Links page, under the Resources tab. 
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Education 

 
Educational Articles 
 

      
 

Left: Kathe Todd-Hooker: Comparison of the rib size and scale differences with 12 epi and 6 epi. 
Center: Nancy Arthur Hoskins. A Portrait of a Woman with Earrings. Egypt, Coptic. Fragment from Albert Gayet 

album. Tapestry weave: linen and wool. 4 1/2″ x 3 3/4″ (11.5 x 9.5 cm). Henry Art Gallery, University of Washington, 
Seattle, Washington. Helen S. Poulsen Collection Acc. #83.7-62. Photo by R. Nicol. ANU Art Forum Lecture 7-05-08 

Right: Volunteer and young weaver in Sally Reckart’s Weaving the Future tapestry workshop. 
 
 

Several exciting and informative Educational Articles were added to the website.   
 
Sally Reckart wrote Encouraging Children to Weave. 
Nancy Arthur Hoskins wrote Coptic Fabrics and the Fauves. 
Kathe Todd-Hooker wrote Choosing warp and weft: once again and some new 
stuff.  
ATA’s 2018 International Student Award applicants, Wendy Lauzon and Pamela 
Palma Olguín contributed to Perspectives from the 2018 International Student 
Award. 

 

           
 

Left: Pamela Palma Olguín, “Fragment II”, 5 in x 12 in, 2017, Photo: Pamela Palma, cotton. 
Right: Wendy Lauzon, “Weaving Under the Arch,” 30 in x 55 in, 10 epi, 2018, photo: Wendy Lauzon. Cotton seine 

warp, wool weft. Collection of the artist. 
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Mentoring Program 
 

The Mentoring Program pairs a member (mentee) with a volunteer ATA 
instructor (mentor). They work together to design an individualized learning 
program for the mentee.  Linda Disosway took over the management of this 
popular program from Terri Stewart, who we thank for her years of volunteering 
in this position.  At the end of the year there were four new pairs working 
together and several pairs who were extending their time in the Mentoring 
Program.  This is a very valuable benefit for members.  New mentors, who are 
willing to share their expertise, are always needed.  We applaud our members 
who actively engage in this type of enrichment and we sincerely thank our 
mentors for sharing their valuable time and energy in this rewarding program. 
https://americantapestryalliance.org/tapestry-education/tapestry-weaving-
instruction-mentoring-program/ 

 
 

Listing of Tapestry Instructors 
 
ATA's website includes a listing of tapestry instructors around the world. These 
artists, from twenty-four states within the USA and seven other countries, teach 
classes, workshops and  provide individual instruction. 
http://americantapestryalliance.org/tapestry-instructors-2/. 

 
 
 

Exhibitions 

 
ATA’s Exhibition programming provides constant inspiration.  Our exhibitions are well 
received and celebrate the talents of our membership.  American Tapestry Biennial, 
Small Tapestry International and the unjuried small format exhibition show in galleries 
around the United States.  While visitors to these shows are admiring the tapestries, 
the Exhibition Committee is busy planning several upcoming shows. Putting together 
an exhibition, with an accompanying catalog, takes a variety of skill sets. Numerous 
volunteers are involved.  One of the most difficult parts of exhibition planning is finding 
venues.  A big thank you to Margo Macdonald, Director of Exhibitions, who has just 
rotated off the Board. We welcome Louise Halsey to this busy and important position. 
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Small Tapestry International 5: Crossroads 
 
 

 
 

Friede Voet, “Crossroads 1”  

 
Small Tapestry International 5: Crossroads opened in August at the University of 
North Texas’ Gallery on the Square in Denton, Texas. The opening on 
September 1 was well-attended.  Herbert Holl, the UNT Gallery director 
commented:  
 
"We had a good viewership, but a real test of an exhibition to me is how much 
time people spend in the gallery.  I can say this show was one where people 
came and were drawn in, and took a lot of time to view everything.  Further 
proof (as though it was needed) of the high quality of the work.”   
 
STI 5 traveled to the Handforth Gallery at the Tacoma Public Library in Tacoma, 
Washington with an opening on December 2nd that included a “Weave In” 
event.  Many thanks to Deborah Corsini, Exhibition Chair and Helen Keogh, 
catalog designer. 
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TEx@ ATA 
 

Three new and exciting exhibitions were presented in our online gallery. 
 
Maximo Laura:  Eternal Vision, curated by Patricia Armour 
 

 
 

Maximo Laura, “Alabanza a la Fertilidad,” 47.5 x 76.5, 12 epi, 2017,  
photo: Giovanna Beariz Rodriguez M. (Prin), Cotton warp, mixed weft. 

 
 
Katherine Lavocat, curated by Marie-Thumette Brichard 
 

 
 

Katherine Lavocat, “Temple Israël-Arche,” 62 in x 125 in, 2004, flax warp, wool and silk weft.  
Collection of Temple Israël, Westport Connecticut, USA. Photo: Katherine Lavocat. 
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Tapiserije:  The Art of Atelje 61 in Vojvodina, Serbia, curated by Ulrikka Mokdad 
 

 
 

Nynne Savery, “Flipper of the Whale,” 71″ x 71″, 2015, photo: Filip Dolinaj/ Atelje 61.  
Woven by Jelena Božić and Vesna Grbić, wool and cotton 

 
 
Upcoming Exhibitions  
 

*World Tapestry Now 
 
This online exhibition was juried by Wlodek Cygan. It will go live in July 2018. 
Thanks to Co-Chairs Margo Macdonald and Ellen Ramsey, and catalog designer, 
Deborah Gibson.  
 
*The Biggest Little Tapestries in the World 

 
The 12th, unjuried international, small format show opens July 1, 2018 at the 
Northwest Reno Public Library in Reno, Nevada. The catalog was designed by 
Lindsey Marshall, with image prep help from Natasha Tahaei. Thanks to Judith 
and Lawrence Romiti for allowing the tapestries to be shipped to their home; to 
Nicki Bair, Penny Bair and Nancy Pryor for hanging the show; to Susan Grant 
Duffield and Nancy Pryor (with other Reno Guild members) for taking the show 
down; and to the Willamette Tapestry Artists for handling the return shipping.  
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Small Tapestry International 6: Beyond the Edge 
 
Chaired by Carolle Ternus with catalog design by Dianne Chicoine, STI 6 will 
open at the Orville Hanchey Gallery and travel to Augustana College during 
2019. 

 
American Tapestry Biennial 13 

 
ATB 13 is in the planning stages and will be shown at Highfield Hall in 
Massachusetts and at the San Jose Quilt and Textile Museum in 2020. 
 
* World Tapestry Now and The Biggest Little Tapestries in the World opened 
after the end of fiscal year 2017/18 but before this report was published. 

 
 
 

Finance 

 
Finances 
 

ATA remains financially healthy due to our membership growth and the 
generosity of our members throughout the year.  Adequate monetary resources 
support the high level of programing highlighted throughout this report.  
 
ATA’s primary income source comes from membership dues.  Our 2018 
Valentine’s Day Appeal was very successful and we received a significant 
donation from an anonymous donor.  
 
If you would like additional information about ATA’s financial records, please 
contact the Director of Finance and Treasurer, Regina Dale: 
treasurer@americantapestryalliance.org. Regina has worked tirelessly to update 
our financial records and help the rest of the Board become financially literate. 
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Print Materials 
 

Deb Shoenberger  and Jessica Ostrow handle the management of the catalog 
inventory and ship our beautiful catalogs to all who order. 

 
                                         
 

    Fundraising 

 
Donations 
 

Our very successful Valentine’s Day Appeal focused on raising money for the 
production of an educational video that will be used to promote tapestry in 
conjunction with ATA’s exhibitions, as well as in other locations.  We also 
received a significant donation from an anonymous donor.  We appreciate all 
gifts large and small and we are available to discuss legacy giving or giving for 
specific programs. If you have any questions about donating to ATA please 
contact the Treasurer at treasurer@americantapestryalliance.org. 

 
Grants 
 

The Lenore G. Tawney Foundation awarded ATA a grant for $3,000.00 to 
support the production of World Tapestry Now. This is exciting news and we 
thank Ellen Ramsey and Mary Lane for their work preparing this grant.  While the 
grant has been announced, the funds will not be distributed until fiscal year 
2018/19. 

 
 
 

Promotions 

 
As this fiscal year ended we welcomed Nicki Bair to the Board in the position of 
Director of Promotions.  The Promotions Committee publicizes ATA’s activities and 
programs through many sources including: advertisements in magazines, press 
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releases, social media , informative emails nd participation in SOFA.  We have also 
been increasing our visibility through targeted online ads.  In addition, the Promotions 
Committee encourages a broader awareness of the field of contemporary tapestry by 
sharing information with textile curators and academics, including sending 
complimentary copies of ATA catalogs. Mary Lane was responsible for much of this 
work while the Director of Promotions position was vacant.  Rachel Fesperman, Mary’s 
assistant, has been instrumental in broadening our visibility on social media.  
 
Social Media 
 

With 1,250 followers on Instagram and almost 7000 Facebook fans, ATA has an 
exciting visual presence on social media.  This is a very immediate way to share 
images and information related to our programing, the work of our members, 
exhibitions, and related topics.  For example, Circle members’ Artist Pages are 
promoted on Tuesdays and Thursdays.  We reach a broad array of interested 
viewers and believe that this is an exciting way to connect with a younger 
audience who will become more aware of tapestry and ATA. 

 
Blog Tour 
 

Back by popular demand, the Blog Tour was organized by Janna Maria Vallee. 
Followers read posts and learned about design inspiration and techniques from: 
 
Molly Elkind: Collage as research  
Ellen Bruxvoort: Vlog on Instagram about her design process  
Tommye Scanlin: Literature as inspiration  
Debbie Herd: Digital design tools  
Barbara Burns: Documenting your design for promotion  
 
Followers of the Blog Tour were entered in a raffle to win 26 different prizes, 
including a Hokett loom, discount coupons for yarn, Hokett beaters, ATA 
memberships, and free entry into the unjuried exhibition. 

 
Marketing Blog 
 

This ongoing blog by member Barbara Burns has covered many topics and has a 
strong readership.  Barbara provides some of this important information and 
also hosts guest writers. Topics include: building a website; the jurying process; 
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pricing your tapestries; and much, much more.  This fascinating blog provides so 
much information that most of us need. Whether you are new to tapestry or a 
seasoned professional you will find something of interest that will help you.  This 
project will continue into 2019. 

 
SOFA 
 

Susan Iverson and Christine Laffer attended Chicago SOFA Chicago 2017 to 
represent ATA.  They were helped out in the booth by members Lialia Kuchma, 
Jacqui Kohn and Carol Chave.  Susan demonstrated weaving on a frame loom 
and catalogs were available for people to enjoy.  While SOFA was once a great 
venue for textiles, currently very few textiles are exhibited by the galleries.  TAI 
Modern had two tapestries by Romana Sakieskewa and the Maria Elena Kravetz 
booth showed the tapestries of Carol Chave.  One of the joys of events like this 
is the opportunity to talk to the many people, including local ATA members, 
who are interested in tapestry.  Due in part to the low level of textile interest at 
this venue, we are not recommending a continuation of our presence at SOFA. 

 
Video  
  

A video for ATA is currently in production and scheduled for completion in the 
Fall of 2018.  The video will be available for use at our exhibitions, educational 
events and for other promotional purposes.  Watch for the completion of this 
exciting project in the next few months. 

 
CODA 
 

This beautiful publication included a commissioned essay by Leslie Miller.  Anna 
Kocherovsky designed the layout.  It was sent out to over 100 influential people, 
including curators, gallery directors, educators and other people who should be 
made aware of the strength and breadth of the field of contemporary tapestry. 
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Volunteers 

 
ATAʼs range of activities grows and changes with the varied needs of the 
membership and our ongoing commitment to ATA’s Mission Statement.  ATA, and our 
diverse and extensive programming would not exist without the talent and skills of 
volunteer members who are responsible for every exhibition, workshop, project and 
initiative.  ATA is extremely grateful to the over 100 volunteers who have generously 
contributed their time and talents this year. Volunteer Coordinator Donna Wynn makes 
wonderful matches between volunteers and tasks - large and small. She is assisted by 
Victoria Moore, Assistant Volunteer Coordinator. Thanks to them and to all of our 
volunteers.  
 
Many, many thanks to each and every one of you! 


